
EIlWTES 01' A P2GULJill ;,:EE'l'IlTG, 
0]' THE BOARD O:;r TRUSTEES . 
or ~Im CITY OF TORRAlTCE 

Torrance, California, 
June 5, 1923· 

A regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the City of 
Torrance was held in the Council Chambers at Torrance, California, 
June 5, 1923 , and was called to order at 8:00 P.M. by },resident 
Gilbert. The following Trustees ceing present: Fitzhugh, Hash, 
Proctor and Gilbert. Absent: stone. 

The minutes of the regular mee ting of May 15, 1923, were read 
and approved as read. 

The minutes of the special meeting of !Lay 24, 1923 ) were read 
;;'.l1d approved e>. S read. 

A communication from the local Cha..1'!l"ber of" Commerce read.: 
"To lion. City 'l'rustees: 

WHEREAS, It has come to the attention of the Board of DirectIrs 
of the Torrance Chamber of Commerce that the fear of people that 
drilling will be permitted in the Torrance 'fract, and, 

WHEREAS such fear is retarding the building of new homes in 
Torrance, .r '· 

THRBl~~ORE be it resolved that the City Trustees be requested 
to enact an Ordinance prohibiting drilling east of 1.:adrid Avenue, 
north of Plaz.a del .Amo, west of Border Avenue and south of Domin­
guez street , or anyw:here in the original Torrance Tract, except in 
the Induatrial District." 

Signed: Harry F. Gadeky, Sec'y. 
Trustee Proctor moved that the Pesolution, as above, be acce pt­

ed and placed on file. Trustee Nash secoYlde (, the motion which was 
duly carried. 

A second Resolution from thes 8me body follows: 
"Gentlemen: 

At the regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the 
Torrance Chamber of Comr:.erce held Tuesday ),~ay 29, 1923, the fol-
10\'1in(,; Hesolution wac passes: 

'Resolved, That the City Tru~}teef:: be requestec't to erect 
signposts on Carson street and. Vista Highlands Tract, and other 
places in the City where needed, and al so to make such chanGe s as 
are necessary ci,;1,I1[; to change in names of st reets, and to pain~ 
the },lreGent street signs on the sidewalks ",ith blacle paint so they 
could be more ea~:ily seen." 

Signed: Torra.nce Char.lber of Commerce, 
?y Harry Ji . G-adeky, sec'y.1I 

The abo'Te VI8.S referred to the proper cOln;;,ittee for investi­
LB.t ion and recot.i.mendations. 

The letter frO Ll Vim. A. Sumner asking for a copy of the Or(li­
m'.nce reqv.iring producers of oil near the restricted district to 
share a certain"portion of the oil produced with owners within the 
restricte d area, W6',8 referred to the City Clerk to ans.ler. 

The Union Tool Co. submitted a bid of $100.00 for a certain 
f r anchi se on 2l3tn Street Bought by them, enclosing certified 
checl~ for the above amount and another certified check for $500.00 
a s an evidence of g ood faith, and explaining the uee to be made of 
the checks. . 

On motion by Trustee Proctor, secor:ded by 'frustee lrash, and a 
LCtjority vote, this matter was taken under adis8n:.e nt until · the next 
meeting. 



A letter froy,: the City Clerk of Ingle .... 'ood reGarding ul­
ledGed discri:;:ination in freiGht rates against the smaller 
cities by the railroEtds, with copy att".ched. of e, circular 
letter to the surroundirJL; r,lUl1icipalities askfng concerted ac­
tion e.gainst such difccrimination, and asking this City's SUll­
port of the measure, waD read by Clerk Bartlett. 

Trustee ~Tash noyed that our sUPIlort be given-.. vrritil1[, to 
the railroad servLl'::; us and sending a COI)Y of saue to the 
Inclewood Council. 'l'rustee Proctor seconded the motion which 
was duly carried. 

Only one bid for the il;;provement of El Prado park was 
recebrecl in answer to the advertisement for same. Said bid 
being from Joseph A. Defouri of Hedondo Beach, and read as 
follows: 

liMy bid for your public work to be done on the Torrf),nce 
Pe>rk, I will furnish all '.":h,,1" "no material no.0P!"f"8ry for 
Grading and sowing with one-half white clover and one-half 
Kentucky Blue Grass a lawn over the whole of that certain par1-: 
in El Prado Street in the Torrance Tract, e,J.so the furniFl1,inr,: 
,.,f' of'H·+.~. ~r"':",r1.'" "of' I,awn fertilizer. to be plowed under with '1 

~1J,)d. mulching on top after thes13Jl1e has been plowed and rolled, 
the furnishing and planting of Box Wood shrubbery along both 
sides of all we>lks and the care and maintenance of said Park 
for a period of ,three months after all plantin,G harl been com­
pleted, flJr tl1.e total sum of $14·00.00, with 1/3 to be paid 
after three weeks work." 

Trustee :Hash moved that the above. bid berei'erred to the 
Park cormnittee for recommendations at the next meetine;. Trustee 
Fitzhugh seconded the motion Which l'laS duly carried. 

A petition to 8I!".end the Fire District was submitted by 
Mr. Hemmi and VTas signed by some 20 or 25 names, the same 
asking that Block 70 and the eastern half of Blocks 72 and 
70 from the so-called :&'ire District be eliminated, believing 
it to be for the common good of the City to open that seetin 
to the building of homes. 

Trustee Fitzhugh moved that the petition be referred to 
the Ordillance committee for action. Trustee Nash seconded the 
motion whiCh was duly carried. 

In the matter of the paving of certain streets north of 
Plaza del .Arno', Mrs. Price stated that she had a majority of 
the property owners signed up, but that she wished the City 
to adjourn this meeting to next Tuesday night so as to give 
her time to see out of town o\'mers in order to give them a 
fair chance in the proposition as they VTould have to pay 
their share, and she did not want to take any unfair advantage 
of them. 

Trustee Proctor moved that this request be granted. 
Tru.stee Tash seconded the motion which was duly carried. , 

Mr. West of the :Hational Paving Co. sa.id a few words re­
garding his company's work and methods. 

The Street COliuni ttee was ordered to in .vestigate this 
proposition and report at the next meeting. 

The question of high water rates and poor service was 
brought up and attention was called to the dried up la\VDS and 
the deterent effects to a growing City from such service. 

Trustee FitzhUGh moved that same be referred to the City 
Attorney for report at the next meeting. Trustee Proctor se­
conded the motion which was duly carried. 

Mr. Overman of the Gardena Chamber of Commerce appeared 
before the Board in the interest of the paving of Western Ave. , 
stating that they wanted to urge that some action be taken to 
start the improvement of this street within the limits of 
the City of T9rrance; .that if the City of Torrance would get 
busy and pave, then the County Supervisors would, no doubt, 
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do the County's part in connecting up the missing links in this 
street SO as to put it clear through to San Pedro. 

Mr. Hawkins admitted that he always he:d something to say when 
tile paving of Western Avenue \'las mentioned, as it had become a 
mutual proposition and the Avenue could be usell to advantage no 
matter which direction a motorist was go ine;; that "'e can get re­
presente.tives to go ' before the Board of Supervisors at any time if 
we know Torrance will do their pa.rt. . 

lvIr. Jackman did not know the financial condition of the City 
of Torrance, but, if the pavihg coul d be done by any possible 
means, he was sure the increccsecl tra f fic would more than POo/ for 
it as a certail'1 :percentage of people were bound to stop and look 
over· conditions in this City and some of theru were sure to buy; 
that practicall.y all the Touring car traffic would co;,:e down 
Western Avenue and on through Lomita to San Pedro. 

As to '-lays and means, it was sum; ested that property o'l'mers 
in this district be approached looking toward as asse csment pro­
pOSition with the City itself doing a share, another way was to 
try to get an appropriation from the County General Fund, as the 
County VIas doing considerable appropriating for \'lork inside of in­
corporated cities. It was also stated that a new l aw had been 
passed whereby counties enjoyed all the rights and privilec;es of 
cities in the matter of street improvements, and also that con­
demnation dBl.1a.ges mif~ht be offset by the increased valuation to 
the lot improved. 

It was the, general opinion that the city of Torrance should 
tal:e the initiative, after which the County Supervisors mibht be 
the more e asily influenced to do their share at least. 

loll'. Klusman wac referred to the Zoning Ordinance on his ques­
tion as to the why and wherefor of the tentative ch anCe of a cer­
-tain lot on the corner of Arlington and Carson fro m one zone to 
e.nother. 

Trustee Nash reported that the latest tax remitt ance from the 
County was ;~7l55 .44; that collections 0\;0 date amounted to $45,863· 
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Engin.eer Jessup reported that the Glass factory addition plans 
h ad not been completeo" but that a s soon a s same were ready, he 
would meet lvl:r. Bisbee and take the matter up further; that the 
Fire house and Jail and installation of jail cells had b'een prac­
tically cO irrpleted; that he was glad to report that the Willite Co's 
plant 1'laS on the grounds and that they ,",ould be laying hot stuff 
by next llonday--sBlne being in charge of Chief Engineer Speaker; 
that the names of streets in the City should be legally adopted 
thereby making it possible to mention them in deeds, that the Dom­
ingUez Land Co. was ve,ry much interested in the stre~t naming and 
the.t he had gone into the matter to considerable extent with them; 
that the cost connected with 52,id naming of f. treets ''lould be from 
$100 . to $150., probably not over $100. with the cooperation of 
the Dominguez Land Co. , and that he would like to have a meeting 
called for this special purpose. 

Trustee Nash moved that the street naming question be referred 
to the street, Sewer & Park cornmittee, to the City EnGi aeer and the 
rest of the Board. Trustee Fitzhugh seco nded the !:lotion which was 
duly carried. 

The City Eng ineer also reported that the Sewer main extention 
in the northwest part of the City would be completed in avery 
few de,ys . 

Mr. Speaker of the Vlillite Co. was asked for !:l ' few words. lie ' 
mentioned the fact that his people were putting in a $40,000. :plant 
a.nd Vlere go ing to do about $30,000. worth of Vlork here free of 
charge as the Company stands back of their paving either now or 
ten years hence. 

Mr. Huntington of the same ,·firm said that he could not amplify 
to any extent on the talk of Mr. Speaker except that we are s u re 
go ing to make our work Good; that it had been imlJOSs ible to GO 
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ahead vlith the work before on account of finances; that they 
no.,., had large contracts in different localities in this section 
and everything was going fine ; that when you property OVTners 
put in any more paving, we ask that you give us cOl1siderc.tion 
as we are proving that our promises are ,good; that we do not 
make a lot of glittering promises beforehand but you can de­
pend on us at the end; that it isa legal impossibility to put 
up a bond for the'maintenance of any pavement unless the bids 
specifically mention a maintenance fund for that purpose and 
the City Trustees would have to act as gUardians for the peo­
ple; that we want to keep our paving plant gl)ing and we feel 
that we ~h1?ll be able to do so since proving our integrity e. ni 
giving you a good street in spite of the fact the contractor 
has already gone; that it is our intention to spend every _ 
nickel we can for labor,suppliee, etc. right here in your rity. 

Mr. Speaker stated that his Chief told him that he did 
not know what was necessary dO'l"m here I but whether $20,000. or 
$30,000. was needed, a good street was to be provided. 

Clerk Bartlett read the following report: 
"I Beg to report that the work of constructing the City Fire 
house and Jail, by the Brewer Construction Co. ,has been com­
pleted, with the exception of a -"ew minor matters that w1ll 
be taken care of before final payment is made. 

The Brewer Construction Co. has contracted to do the \"lork 
for thE" filum of $69l5.r,(', of which 85'% 1s due upon acceptance-

the same being $5877.75 
Less statement 1To. 3 4250. CO 
Balance payable 1627 .75 

ET.trE'.s as follows have been allowed: 
For base board of' wood stone 39.20 
4 wire glass windol'Ts to jail room 46'~a 

Total payable $1713. 
Trustee Nash moved that the above amount, :'>1713.68, be 

paid as recomm,ended. Trustee Proctor seconde-d the motion 
which was duly carried by the following roll call vote: 

AYES; Trustees: Fitzhugh , Nash, Proctor and Gilbert. 
KOES; Trustees: Hone. 
ABSENT; Trustee stone. 

------ "-
Clerk Bartlett read the following report: 

"Regardine the claim of Mr. Reynolds for damages to his Ford 
due to collision with the chain across the street at the school 
house I must report that where there is so much evidence to 
show that negligence existed on the part of the party driving 
the Ford the liability of the City for damages has not been 
established to - n~ satisfaction. 

I would adyise that no settlement be offered and that jt R. 
Reynolds be r~quested to submit his claim to the courts. I 
do not feel that the City would be justidied in makine; a pay­
ment of this claim until it is determined by evidence taken ­
under oath that liability rests with the City, and such can 
best be done in court, before an i mpartial judge. 

Respectfully submitted, 
SiGned :PerT'J G. Brine ~', 

City Attorney." 
1rustee Fitzhugh moved that the bill for repa.irs on this 

J?ord be returned to Mr. Reynolds, tOGether with a CO ) :;' cf tilis 
report as t he Council's reply to saree. Trustee Proctor "e­
conded the motion which \'Tas duly carried. 

The Recorder's report of ~~146. 50 for the month of May 
on fines was -accepted and placed on file on motion by Trustee 
Proctor, seconded by Trustee JfitzhuGh, and a majority vote. 

Building llermite for the- month of May amounted to $251,175. 
as against $32.550. for the month of lliay last year. 
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F'ire Chief Hannebrink reported that he was sadly in need of" 
500 feet of heaVY duty Fire hose, as the old hose . would not stand 
the pressure of the new Fire Engine. 

Trustee Proctor moved that· the Clerk be instructed to adver­
t ise for bids. sealed for 500 feet of heavy duty Fire hose, said 
bids to be opened at 8:15 P.M. June 19, 1923. Trustee FitzhUGh 
seconded the motion which wan duly carried by the following roll 
call vote: 

AYES; Trustees: Fitzhugh, Hash, ' Proctor an¢. Gilbert. 
NOES-; Trustees; None. 
AJ3f>ENT; Trustee Stone. 

City Clerk Bartlett read: 
ORDINANCE NO. 57 

Aj:J ORDI~~Al!cE GRAJ:TThW TO TlUi:S.AJ::rTA ]E AND LOS AlWELES HARBOR 
RAILROAD CO., A CORPORATION, ITS SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNEES, FOR 
THE TERK OF TWENTY-Ol1E (21) YRARS FROE THE 10TH DAY OF JULY, 1923, 
T}]E Ji'RA1\TCHISE, RIGHT, PERMISSION AND PRIVILEGE TO LAY, lliAI1TTAIN 
AND OPERATE A STANDARD GAGE RAILROAD ACROSS CERTAIN STREETS IN 

THE CITY OF TORRAlWE 
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Trustee Fitzhugh' moved that Ordinance No. 57 be adopted as 
read for its fina+- reading, and. the same filed in the office of the 
City Clerk. Trustee Proctor seconded the IIlotion which was duly 
carried by the following ro 11 call vote: . 

AYES; Trustees : Fitzhugh, Nash, Proctor and Gilbert. 
rOES; Trustees: None. 
ABSENT; Trustee stone. 

Clerk Bertlett read: 
ORDIN~~CE NO. 58 

A1'1' ORDINAHCE OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
REGULATI1m THE KEEPING OF BEES 

Trustee Proctor moved that Ordinance No. 58 be approved as 
read for its first reading. Trustee Fitzhugh seconded the motion 
Which was duly carried. 

Clerk Bartlett read: 
ORDINA1~CE NO. 59 

AlI ORDINANCE Ai'.'lENI>ING ORDnrAHCE 
NO. 50 OF THE CITY OF TO~TCE 

Trustee };'i tzhuGh moved that Ordinance lTo. 59 b~ approved as 
read for its first reading. Trustee Nash seconded the motion 
which was duly carried. 

Clerk J3artlett read: 
ORDINAl1CE 1;0. 60 

AN ORDINAlTCE AlIENDING ORDINANCE NO. 10 
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Trustee Proctor moved that Ordinance No. 60 be approved as 
read for its fir'liIt reading. Trustee Fitzhugh seconded the motion 
which was duly carried. . 

Clerk Bartlett read: 
RESOLUTION NO. 118 

A RESOLUTION A:OOPTING SPECIFICATIONS FOR THE 
nrPROVE1JENT OF.AMAPOLA AVElruE A.~D INTERSECTING 
STREETS BETWEEN MADRID AND COTA AVENUES 

Trustee Fi.tzhush moved tha.t Resolution No. 118 be adopted as 
read and the s.arne filed in the office of the City Clerk. .Trustee 
Nash seconded the motion whith was duly carried by the fa llowing 
roll call vote: 

AYES; Trustees: Fitzhugh, Trash, Proctor and Gilbert. 
HOES; Trustees: None. 
ABSEHT; Tr'..lstee stone. 
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Clerk B.rtlett read : 
RESOLUTION 01" IUTEIn'IOn HO. 119 

A RESOLUTION OF INTEITTION TO IlW?ROVE J.J!:APOLA 
AVEN1JB Alm INTERSECTING STREETS BETVIEEl! 

:MADRID AVENUE AND COTA AVENUE 

Trustee Fitzhugh moved that Resolution No. 119 be adopted 
as re ad and the same filed in the office of the City Clerk. 
Trustee Proctor seconded the motion which \'las duly carried by 
the following roll call vote: . 

AYES; Trustees : Fitzhugh, Nash, Proctor and Gilbert. 
NOES; TrUstees: None. 
ABSENT; Trustee stone. 

On finding that no -definite reply h a d been received from 
the P. E. Ry. Co. regarding theiffiprovement of their right of 
wayan Cabrillo Avenue, _T;rustee Fitzhugh moved that the City 
Engineer be instructed to · follow up this matter and report 
at the next meet1ng. Trustee Proctor seconded the motion which 
was duly carried. 

On motion bY Trustee Proctor, seconded by Trustee Nash, 
and a majority vote, the he aring on Arlington Avenue re the 
issuing of bonds was postponed until the -first regular meeting 
in July. . 

l)resident Gilbert called the ·attention of the Board to the 
very nominal rental that was being paid for the Clerk's office 
a n d the Council Chambers, and pointing out that the space and 
location wa:.1 really worth a great deal more; that, although 
no ousting proceedings were contemplated to his knowledge, he 
would suggest that, if the Board could see its way clear, the 
rental be voluntarily increased Bubstancially. 

Trustee Proctor moved that the City office and Council 
Chamber rent be raised to $50.00 per month beginning June 1st, 
1923, and that the Chamber of Commerce be asked to pay $20.00 
per month to the City for their share of the rent. Trustee 
Fitzhugh seconded the motion which was duly carried bytlle 
following roll call vote: 

AYES; Trustees: '-Fitzhugh , Nash, Proctor and Gilbert. 
NOES; Trustees : None . 
.ABSEUT; l'rustee stone. 

Trustee Nash moved that a private line telephone be install·· 
ed in the City Clerk's office and one in the Firehouse. Tru stee 
Proctor seconded the motion 'l'Thich was duly carrie d by the fol-
10"ring roll call vote: 

AYES; ·Trustees: Fitzhugh Hash, Proctor a nd Gilbert. 
lWES; Trustees: , None . . 
.ABS:Elf'.r; Trustee stone. 

In , the matter of o:peTating the siren and night lights on 
the :Firehouse t h rough the tele:phone exchange, ·Trusteeproctor 
moved that the President of the Board be deleg a ted to look 
after same. Trustee Fitzhugh seconded t he motion which was 
duly c arried. 

Clerk Bartlett suggested that if lie:;hts were u sed on the 
1'irehouse J some system be worked out so that a per lOl on could 
tell in\'That :part of the City the fire was . 

Trus tee :tTe.sh moved that all bills, pro perly aud i ted, be 
pa.id. Trustee Fitzhugli seconded the motion which Vlaf) duly 
carried by· the fOllowing roll call vote: 

AY'i:S; Trustees; Fitzhugh, Nash, Pr.octor and Gilbert. 
HO:ES; · Trustees: None. 
ABSENT; Trus tee stone • 

./ 
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Trustee Proctor moved that the meeting adjourn until Tuesday, 
June 12, 1923 at 8: 00 P .1L Trustee Nash seconded the motion which 
waf; duly carried. 

~~~. 
City Clerk of the City of Torrance 

Approved: 

pres~of Trustees 
of the City of Torrance. 

MINUTES OF A SPli:CIAL MEETUTG 
OF THE EOARD OF TRUSTEES 
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, California, 
June 11, 1923. 

A specia.l meeting of the Board of Trustees of the City of 
Torranpe was held in the Council Chambers at Torrance, California, 
June 11 , 1923, andwas called to order by President' Gilbert at 
4:30 p. !a. The following Trustees were pre sent: Nash, Proctor and 
Gilbert. Absent: stone and Fitzhugh. . 

The meeting was called primarily to discuss revision and na1]1-
ingof streets V'Tith the intention of recon:m~endil1g the legal adop­
tion of same at the ne~t .regular meeting. Other subjects which 
cane up were the changing of the Fire line in Blocks 70-71 and 72, 
also the applicat.ion of the Torrance Laundry to erect a corrU­
gated iron addition to their plant. After some discussion with 
reference to above, Trustee Nash moved that the Clerk be instructed 
to issue a permit to the Torrance Laundry to erect a corrugated 
iron addition to their plant. Trustee Proctor seconded t he motion 
which WaS duly carried., - ~ - - - - - - -

At 6 :00 P.M. Trustee Proctor ;!lOved Trustee Hash 
seconded the motion which \"Ias 

Approved : 

b2~. 
President of the Board of Trustees 

of the City of Torrance. 

l.l I ~iUTESOF 11:.:; ADJOUro.'ED REG\ILAR 
;;t;EETInG OF THE BOAED OF TRUSTEES 
OF THE CITY OF TORRAlJCE 

Torrance, California, 
June 12, 1923. 
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An adjourned, regular meeting of t he Board of Trustees of the · 
City of Torroo1ce was held in the Council Chambers at Torrance, 
California, June 12, 1923, and was calle d to order at 7:30 P.M. 
by President Gilbert. The f·ollowil"..g Trustees were present!. 
Fitzhugh, Nash, Proctor and Gilbert. Absent: stone. 

The regular order of business was dispensed with as the meet­
ing was for the special purpose of hearing paving propoganda, and 
finding out just What the property owners in the different dis­
tricts wanted in the way and class .of paving. 

The City Clerk re-re adtwo petitions, one bounded by Carson, 
Arlington, Cabrillo and 222claskine;; for resurf ac ing; and t he other 
bounded by 222d, Arlington, Oabr11l o and Pla.2ia del Amo asking for 
a l~ ood paving--not crushed rock and 6il. 
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